
 
DECEMBER 3, 2021 

 
TOWN HALL & 10,000 VACCINES 

Last night, I held a Town Hall open to the public at East High School.  Along with 
academic and operational updates I originally intended to share as we planned the 
event, I was excited to also deliver breaking news: Governor Kathy Hochul has pledged 
to dedicate 10,000 initial Covid-19 vaccines to us to distribute through our Community 
Schools.  I believe the impact of this “first-of-its-kind” initiative will go a long way 
toward stemming the spread of Covid-19 in our district and will also help to keep our 
schools open.  With the vast majority of staff already vaccinated, safeguarding students 
and families against the pandemic is well within our reach.  In addition, with the pause 
of our in-school testing vendor, three dozen providers have come forward to offer their 
services this week. Under the recommendation of the Erie County Department of Health 
(ECDOH), we will utilize the services of Buffalo Homecare Inc. to help us reboot as early 
as this coming Wednesday.  We continue to ready our District, both operationally and 
with the advice of our Medical Advisory Team, for any possibilities as the nature of the 
pandemic continues to change. 

 
 
EMMANUEL SANDERS FOUNDATION AT HRT #31 
 
Buffalo Bills wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders and his charitable foundation, the 
Emmanuel Sanders Foundation, provided 35 Harriet Ross Tubman Academy families 
with full Thanksgiving meals on Tuesday, November 23. Emmanuel relaunched his 
charitable foundation at Harriet Ross Tubman Academy in September and says he is 
honored that he can continue to support this great school and community.  The honor 
is ours, Mr. Sanders.  Thank you for your genuine care and largess. 



 

   
 
RICH PRODUCTS DONATES TICKETS TO OUR FAMILIES 
 
Thank you to Rich Products for coordinating a generous donation of 45,000 tickets for 
every Buffalo Public School student and staff to enjoy a day between now and February 
27th at The Ice at Canalside. We are pleased to share this fun-filled opportunity with 
members of our school community, particularly those who have never experienced ice-
skating.  A huge heartfelt thank you to Rich's Products for this very generous gift to 
our students and their families, and to our BPS staff! They will be so excited to partake 
in this opportunity! 
 

 
 
REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT STUDENT WELCOME PROGRAM GRANT 

Buffalo Public Schools has been awarded the “Refugee and Immigrant Student 
Welcome Program” grant through the New York State Education Department Office of 
Temporary Disability Assistance (NYSED OTDA). Totaling over 1.5 million dollars over 
the span of five years, the grant is focused on ensuring that immigrant and refugee 
students have a smooth and supported transition into the BPS school community.  The 
grant identifies the following four objectives:   

• Address the serious short and long-term educational issues facing school-aged 
refugee and immigrant children, including those who have most recently arrived 
in this country;    



• Ease the transition of refugee and immigrant youth in the State’s elementary, 
middle, and high schools;    

• Empower refugee and immigrant parents to be effective partners in the 
education of their children; and;  

• Support local school districts impacted by high numbers of refugee and 
immigrant populations, including unaccompanied minors.   

The District is excited to use this funding to implement enhanced programming and 
services that align with the Education Bargain in the area of “Services for our Neediest 
Children and Families.” We look forward to sharing additional information soon! 

 
 
SHINING da VINCI SENIOR 
 
Nationally recognized da vinci High school is thrilled to announce that Valedictorian 
Mahim Alam has been accepted to a top Ivy League schools, Dartmouth College.  She 
was awarded over $330K dollars in scholarships to attend which will cover all: tuition, 
housing, meals and books for 4 years. Mahim was one 25 students matched with 
Dartmouth out of over 16k students in the US and Abroad.  Mahim has maintained the 
highest-grade point average at da Vinci High school throughout all 4 years of her high 
school career.  This exceptional young lady has dedicated every single summer to 
participating in internships at ECMC, Roswell Park Cancer institute, DYC Pharmacy, and 
the UB STEM Department, AND to hours and hours of study beyond the school 
day.  That’s how you get it done, folks! 
 

 
 



 
 
MCKINLEY’S DIFFERENTIATED HORTICULTURE STUDENTS 
 
On November 30th McKinley High School's Differentiated CTE students performed their 
annual volunteer event of decorating the City Hall Christmas tree in downtown Buffalo. 
This was a coordinated effort between the Horticulture and Graphic Communications 
CTE Programs. Dan Robillard and Joellyn Mangano (CTE Teacher/Sped. Co-Teacher) did 
an awesome job at organizing this activity, as well as making it fun and festive for all!!  
 

   
 

THANKFUL AT EMERSON 
 

For the month of November, students at the Emerson School of Hospitality with perfect 
attendance were entered into a raffle for the Thankful Attendance Awards. The grand 
prize for the raffle was, of course, a fully prepared Thanksgiving feast that included the 
turkey, sides and desert. The winner of the grand prize was Joseph Torres.  Other 
perfect attendance students who were drawn in in the raffle were Wyatt Saleman who 
won a $25 gift card to Regal Cinemas, and Shreejana Pradhan, who won a personal 
care bag.  Congratulations to all the Emerson students with perfect attendance in 
November!  
 

 
 

 
 



OUR STORY PROJECT CONTINUES 
 

Scholars from the Our Story Project Research Program, implemented out of the office of 
Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives, will be engaged in a 4-months long 
art development project with internationally known artist Leroi Johnson. Mr. Johnson, a 
successful lawyer, and artist will have his work debuted at the Burchfield Penney Art 
Center in November of 2022. Alongside his artwork will be the featured art pieces of 
BPS scholars from the Our Story Project which will depict narrations of their own lived 
experiences through the visual arts. As an aside, Mr. Johnson is the brother of the late, 
world-renowned, musical artist, and Buffalonian, Rick James. Please see attached flyer 
for his piece entitled: "Arrival" and more details. 
 

   

PARENT CENTERS PRESENTS “NURTURING FATHERS” 

The Bennett High BPS Parent Center is excited to announce the return of the "Nurturing 
Fathers Program"! This FREE program, offered virtually and in-person, will support 
parenting and co-parenting, healthy family relationships, personal development, and 
more!  Nurturing Fathers begins on Monday, December 6th. Classes will run twice per 
week, on Monday's and Wednesday's, from 5:00-7:00pm.  In-person classes will be 
held at the Bennett Parent Center.  This class is open to all fathers/father 
figures/expectant fathers. 

   

CHEER ON OUR BENNETT TIGERS 

The amazing Bennett Tigers football team will be at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse this 
Saturday at 3:00pm to face Section I champion Carmel in a bid to win the New York 



State Public High School Athletic Association Class AA Championship!  As reported this 
week, son of Tigers Coach Stevenson McDuffie, former Tiger and current Green Bay 
Packers linebacker Isaiah McDuffie, will be on the sidelines cheering the team 
on.  Isaiah is invested in the team in so many ways – through his father, through being 
a team alumni, and through his work with the team this summer.  We also have word 
that several Buffalo Bills have produced a video commending and cheering the team on.  
The game can be viewed through an account page: click here to sign up.  Make history, 
Tigers!  All of Buffalo is so very proud of you! 

 

SATURDAY ACADEMIES 
 

 
 

Consider joining us if you can, and enjoy your weekend! 
 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 

https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/users/sign_up

